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Introduction 

Scripture: Luke 6:46-49  
 
(Image) A lone home left standing in September 2008 after Hurricane Ike in Gilchrist, 
Texas. 

I’m pretty sure if I lived in a hurricane zone, I’d want that guy’s builder to build my next house.  

The parable is actually a closing illustration for 30 verses that comprise what we call the Sermon on 
the plain—or Matthew’s version is thought of as the Sermon on the Mount.  

The parable teaches us: (1) The houses represent our lives. At stake is whether or not our life will be 
a fail or whether it succeeds. (2) The builders are those who hear and know Jesus’ teaching. Merely 
calling him Lord—paying lip service to his lordship over our lives is dangerous. (3) The “storms” 
are those trials that come into our lives to test the tensile strength of our outward 
profession. Every builder will have an opportunity to have his work tested and evaluated. Storms 
touch us all: unexpected illness, the loss of loved ones, financial downturns, loss of employment, 
wayward children or children who are suffering through a crisis, unjust criticism and scorn. All of 
these storms touch our lives. But the ultimate storm is still to come. And that is the trial by fire that 
each professing believer will undergo—where the quality of our work will be evaluated and tested.  
And the ultimate judgment—in that storm—God will reveal who had been a genuine believer all 
along. 

Transition: So what did Jesus teach them? Luke’s version of the sermon is a fly-over, a snapshot of 
some very big ideas that drove Jesus’ mission and should guide our lives as well.  

Big Idea: Here is the key to the passage. Jesus’ instruction in this 30 verse snapshot of his full 
sermon: It is a call to uncommon love and mercy in the light of the Grace and Favor we’ve received 
from God. We are called to an exceptional, radical love for others—and this is absolutely the most 
difficult principle in all Scripture to follow. 
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Background: Jesus has been accosted in the local synagogues of Galilee and Judea by the religious 
experts. At issue for them is: (1) why he doesn’t follow their traditional way of being Jewish, (2) why 
he assumes God’s own authority to heal on the Sabbath, forgive men of their sins, and teach the 
people in his own authority—rather than out of a community of authority. In context, THEY are the 
spiritually rich and fat: having access to choice teaching and training in the Jerusalem academy. 

They are incurious, apathetic and indifferent to their spiritual state: lacking a genuine hunger and 
desire for God’s righteousness and are self-satisfied with their own righteousness. 

They are popular preachers and teachers who are well liked—the insiders with a stellar reputation 
and an honored place in the culture. They have accosted Jesus in the synagogues and challenged 
his authority to teach and heal and forgive. 

Jesus now turns his ministry to the open air—the hillsides and homes and pretty much anywhere else 
he can find a place to do ministry.  

He has gone up a gradual slope—to the top—to find a place to pray. The Father has sovereignly 
revealed to him the 12 men who will carry on his mission when he’s gone—the men whom he will 
make a total investment in. These disciples/apostles will be bonded, not over their political leanings
—their socio-economic background—their trades or careers or regional loyalties. They will be united 
this alone: Jesus and his teachings.  
 
Setting of the Sermon (Picture): The sermon on the plain is likely one of many plateaus or 
ledges found at a high elevation. Some of these spots created a natural amphitheater. Local 
synagogues could accommodate 200 people at the most but generally about 100 or so. Luke makes it 
clear that people are streaming into the area to hear and watch—people from the southern region of 
Judea—from the capital city Jerusalem—from the Galilean towns.  

Structure of the Sermon: The sermon on the plain is divided into 3 sections: (1) The prophetic 
blessings and woes, (2) the Principle of loving the unlovable, (3) the practical application of this 
message—the advantages of applying this controlling principle, and the consequences for failing to 
build our house on the solid foundation of Jesus’ teaching. 
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1. Living the blessed life is not what you think (6:20-26). These blessing sayings are 
social role reversals.  
In that world you were considered cursed by God if you were poor and disadvantaged.  
You were considered forsaken by God if you went hungry—without the means to feed yourself.  
It was surely evidence of your estrangement from God for you to mourn and weep and in live in 
sorrow over your oppression.  

But Jesus upends all these social assumptions.  
Your actually blessed/favored by God when you are poor. Matthew’s account of this clarifies “poor 
in spirit.” The man or woman who comes to God knowing full well the bankruptcy of soul—moral 
poverty and acknowledging their debt to God—that person will be favored with God’s Kingdom 
because the only way to enter the Kingdom—to become a participant in its blessings it to leave your 
self-righteousness behind, to leave your status and privilege behind—to come in poverty to the King 
who supplies us with forgiveness and grace, justice and truth.  

Your life is favored by God when you’re hungry. Matthew’s version of the sermon clarifies again—
those who are hungry and thirsty for righteousness. If you hunger for it then you don’t have it. If you 
thirst for it—then you’ve not yet been quenched. Hunger and thirst for the Right-ness of Christ—the 
faithfulness of God’s Son—his finished work on the cross. The man who says to Jesus “I have all 
need and I have no need of your grace for I am not a sinner, not a spiritual beggar, not particularly 
out of sorts” that man or woman should not think they will live the blessed life. Because in order to 
experience the favor and blessing of God on our lives we must be empty of our own righteousness, 
insatiably hungry and thirsty for the finished work of Christ on our behalf. Unapologetically 
desperate for it.  

 The person who lives the blessed life—a life favored and graced by God is the person who knows 
their poverty of spirit—that we bring nothing, nothing to the bargaining table. People who are 
unapologetically desperate for God.  

And the smug? The self-righteous? Those who imagine that they are spiritually rich and so have no 
hunger in their soul for God’s mercy or forgiveness? Those who do not weep and mourn over their 
sin?  

Jesus says “Woe to those who think they’ve got it all figured out.” 

Woe to those who have not long nourished an appetite for God or his grace.  

And in context that’s the Pharisees and Scribes. Those who think that their salvation is a righteous 
gift they offer the Lord rather than a gift of righteousness received from the Lord.  
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Lastly, Jesus tells his disciples, his apostles, that they will lived the blessed life—favored by God 
when they are hated, reviled, detested by others—Matthew’s Gospel clarifies that it is being 
detested and hated for the sake of Jesus.  

When we embrace him as Lord and Savior—we experience a kind of social hostility. The world 
thinks we’re off our rocker.  

When we choose to live out Jesus’ teaching—to show people what Jesus is really like by living 
according to his Word.  
Which leads us to the second part of Jesus’ sermon… 

2. The blessed life involves a difficult path of loving the unlovable (6:27-36). 
Illus. Years ago I was the pastor of a growing church and I was young and dumb. I didn’t realize 
that several of the people close to me were spreading gossip and destroying my influence through 
rumor and innuendo. These two individuals were very close to me so the pain of the situation—once 
I found out what they had been doing was very difficult to work through.  

I left that church and decided to spend a couple of years selling cars at Dave Smith Motors in 
Kellogg ID. I just wanted to put my head down, work, provide for my family and forget ministry—
maybe forever.  

But I had preached this passage and others like it too many times to let myself get away with 
allowing bitterness and unforgiveness to control my life. And I hated the individuals who had done 
so much damage to God’s church and to our family and friendships.  

But every day I got up and went through the motions. Let me tell you—it was just routine. I had 
nothing in the tanks—no forgiveness or mercy to offer. I just sat in my car driving over the mountain 
pass for 50 minutes every day—alone with God and my coffee. “Dear Jesus. Please forgive this 
rotten awful human being for what they did. I release them and bless them and let them go. Amen.” 

10 Months later I was driving home and realized I had forgotten to pray forgiveness and God’s 
blessing on this person in the morning, so on my way home I started the prayer again, “Oh God, 
please forgive this rotten awful person…” And the dam broke. God’s Spirit washed all that bitterness 
out of me and I never struggled with that towards those people again.  

I learned vital principle to living free—to living the blessed life that day: Love, Do good, bless and 
pray.  
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If we can choose to intentionally love the people who are unlovable, show them God’s love even 
though they may not be asking for it, pray a blessing over their lives and pray for their growth and 
God’s gracious favor over them—then we are practicing Jesus’ commands.  

• If they strike you on the cheek: turn to them the other also. This happened to me recently 
where someone gave me a verbal slap across the face—they just misunderstood something I 
said and instead of getting clarity or asking me what was in my heart—they judged me and 
decided they already knew what my motivations were. And I was judged as sinful and a fool in 
their site. After service—slap. A verbal whack on the jaw. Now, I want to tell you that I am not 
naturally wired to put up with that. But I did. I ate it. A month or so went by and I asked this 
person to come into my office and just talk and dialogue about their concerns. Instead of 
seeking reconcile with me, ask for forgiveness and understanding—WHACK! I got it again. 
Now I’m pretty good apologist and I could have refuted all the nonsense that they slammed me 
with—but I didn’t. Turning the other cheek is really, really hard to do. It’s a hard way to live. 

• But what if, Jesus says, A Roman soldier forces you to carry his pack a mile on his way 
through your humble village to his house? Offer to carry it two miles. 

• Treat everyone—in particular those who hate you, revile you, can’t stand the sight of you—
treat them the way you’d want to be treated.  

Jesus says, “Anyone can love people who love them back.” It takes no effort for me to love my kids. 
None at all. I love those kids even on days when they are cranky and selfish and aloof and brooding. 
I love them regardless—and I know they adore and love their dad. Easy! 

No effort to love my wife. She loves and honors and respects me and so loving a gorgeous, humble, 
sweet lady like that. No sweat.  

But loving the people who think I’m the devil. People who have it in for me or even hate me or 
betray my trust for whatever reason? That’s the hardest thing in the world to do.  

The blessed life is a life free of the tyranny of unforgiveness and bitterness.  

3. There are eternal advantages to and consequences for our decisions (6:37-45). 
People whose lives are characterized by harsh, unrelenting judgment toward others are probably not 
disciples of Jesus.  

Now it may be that all of us struggle with judgmental tendencies on occasion, or even daily. We are 
actively resisting the temptation to condemn others with a contrived measure—a metric of 
spirituality that isn’t God’s Word but of our own making. That’s not what I’m talking about here, 
that’s not what Jesus is really referring to.  
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Jesus, again to go back to the Pharisees and Scribes, he is referring to people who have opted for 
their own righteousness rather than God’s. Those who imagine themselves to be spiritually rich.  
He’s talking about those who think they don’t need Jesus’ finished work on the cross—they are 
sanctimonious self-assured standard-bearers for the rest of us low life grace folk.  
So what are the consequences to living this way—apart from God’s grace—never giving God’s grace 
or mercy to others?  

Condemnation. Jesus said, if you want to avoid judgment then turn from your judgmentalism.  
Now this doesn’t mean we don’t practice good judgment in the church.  

• We are to make good judgments with regards to doctrines.  
• We are to make good judgment with regards to character in leadership.  
• We are to make godly judgments with regards to choices: ethical and neutral. 

But we are not to condemn others, setting ourselves up as the final arbitrators of their spiritual 
condition.  

Instead we are to be generous in our mercy toward others. Let your love and grace toward 
others be excessive, extravagant—and what will come back to you? A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, and running over—that’s what will come back to you.  

Takeaways are the parables: 
• Follow Jesus and you will become like Jesus. “Can a blind guide lead a blind man.” 
• Live in mutually encouraging and challenging relationships. Work on yourself before you 

preach to others “First, take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take 
out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.” Helping fellow believers is part of the ethic of the 
passage. We should be helping each other—but not from a point of superiority—rather from a 
point of mutual encouragement and correction. 

• Be the right kind of person and you’ll produce the right kind of life. “Good trees bear 
good fruit. Bad trees bear bad fruit.” Don’t focus on the fruit. Focus on the root. Be the kind of 
person who walks with God, sincerely confesses their sins lives in the light of repentance and 
the light of the cross—and you will not be able to help but produce the kind of life that God 
desires—a life that pleases the Lord.  

The wise man builds his life on the teachings and example of Jesus—doesn’t cut corners, 
doesn’t build foolishly. He/she lives in the light of repentance and loves others with a costly 
love.  

That’s the path to wisdom, and that’s the path to the blessed life.  

Communion 
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