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Introduction: The Countess Huntingdon was an avid supporter or George Whitefield, famous 
revivalist on the 18th century. The Countess invited a woman of high class—a duchess to hear 
Whitefield preach in the open air. Amazingly, this was her reply to the countess of the Gospel event,  

“It is monstrous to be told that I have a heart as sinful as the common wretches that crawl on 
the earth. This is highly offensive and insulting; and I cannot but wonder that you would 
entertain such thoughts—when they are clearly at odds with our high rank and good breeding.” 

Obviously the snooty upper-class duchess only knew Jesus from high creeds and the colorful stained 
glass windows of cathedrals. But we know the Jesus of Scripture—of history felt so perfectly at 
home with the unsavory and grubby sinners.  

And that attitude pervades the stories we are going to  

Transition: Luke is going to portray Jesus putting into practice his lofty sermon-on-the-mount 
principles. Jesus is going to feed the spiritually hungry, he is going to bless those who are considered 
under God’s curse—the castaways and the hurting. 

We’ll look at four people in four different situations day—all of which are desperate for Jesus. These 
people are unapologetically desperate for God and his kindness and mercy.  
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1. An unworthy Roman (7:1-10). 
Background: Both Luke and Matthew depict this event right after the sermon on the Mount or the 
sermon on the plain. This event sets the tone of Jesus’ ministry.  

Situation: A Roman centurion (rank as captain over 100 men)—a sympathetic Roman has 
a servant—likely an adopted child—who has fallen ill. His care and concern is evident in the 
passage.  

Notice it is the Jewish elders of the synagogue who come to Jesus. These men functioned as a board 
of elders who led the religious life of the local synagogue—usually led by a chief-elder, or what the 
Bible often translates as a “synagogue ruler”—who was primarily responsible for gathering the 
elders who governed the religious activity of the folks.  

They come to Jesus and proclaim the worthiness of this Roman. Notice they feel the need to defend 
his worthiness. As the chief benefactor who paid for the construction of this synagogue and 
likely continues to fund its needed repairs and renovations—the Jewish elders hold him in high 
esteem. He is furthermore worthy of this miracle because he has “loved our nation.” 

And Jesus agrees to follow them to his home. A servant likely overhears this and dashes to the house 
and excitedly announces that Ye’shua the prophet—the miracle man from Nazareth is on his way.  

And then for whatever reason the military man falls under conviction. He’s heard the rumors 
and maybe met some of the people who have been in the presence of Jesus and he knows Jewish law. 
If this holy man enters his home he runs the risk of becoming defiled—ritually 
contaminated. So he sends those servants back to intercept Jesus with a message:  

(1) “Lord” do not trouble yourself. This is uncommon humility—no Roman centurion 
would ever call a Jewish rabbi “Lord.” The Jews were subjugated to the Roman war machine and 
this man is an officer in that war culture. But here, he upends the world.  
(2) Don’t believe the hype: Actually—my Jewish elder friends are wrong. I’m not worthy to 
have you come under my roof. I’m pretty sure I’m anything but worthy for you.  
(3) “Thus, I did not presume to come and demand anything from you. And this is the key 
to real faith. It is just a self-effacing attitude—a willingness not to presume on Jesus’ good grace.  
(4) Merely speak the word and I know it will be done—just as I have authority over soldiers 
and servants—I tell them to jump and their next question better be “how high and how often?” 
So you command the unseen realm—the darkness and diseases for which we don’t understand 
their causes and have no cures.  

The thrust of this encounter is the humble faith of the Roman who doesn’t fall back on his status, his 
good deeds toward the synagogue or their Jewish leaders—or the pride of his position or his 
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wealth—instead he simply comes with humble faith. He refuses to presume on Jesus and 
acknowledges Christ’s unmatched power and authority. 

The centurion shows us a living example of someone blessed in their spiritual poverty. Oh he is 
wealthy, privileged, powerful. But recognizes his spiritual dearth and he is blessed becomes 
Kingdom power comes to his home that day. 
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The 2nd story that illustrates Jesus’ high principles from the Sermon is… 
2. A grieving parent (7:11-17). 
Background: Nain was a town 6 miles southeast of Jesus’ hometown Nazareth and 
about a 25-mile walk from Capernaum. A small and pastoral town—Jesus enters drawing near to the 
town gate. Jesus crashes this funeral. Interestingly enough from where Jesus healed this man 
in Nain you can see Nazareth in the distance. 

Illus. After my sister was struck by a car in front of our house very close to where I was playing as a 
kid—I saw the whole thing go down. I ran up the gravel driveway to our house, blew through our 
screen door and got my mom and dad—and they exploded out of that house running down to the 
street and it was too late. The sun might as well have gone supernova that day. For years that tragedy 
of losing my sister became the defining orientation of our lives. But life and work and school and 
sports—birthdays and Christmas mornings still came and went—but I can tell you that a part of my 
parents went in that grave with my sister.  

There is no pain like the heartache and loss of a child. 

The Widow: Jesus has travelled a long days walk to Nain with his disciples in tow. As he 
approaches the city gate he sees a silhouette of a sobbing mother shaking in grief. The Scripture says 
that it was “a young man” so not a little boy—but likely a teenage or 20 something young guy. 
We don’t know what he died of—but we can surmise that her husband is already passed. She may 
not have had other children and if that’s the case—without a husband and without a son to inherit the 
house and the family trade—she is socially destitute. She will grieve the loss of her son today 
and quite possibly wake up as her home becomes a ward of the Herodian state and what few 
possessions she owned are hauled away.  

It’s cruel world and miserable scene and a despondent parent who now has nothing.  

And the text says that Jesus is intensely stirred with compassion. The word Luke chooses here in 
Greek is the strongest word for compassion available in the entire language. It means an unmitigated, 
pure sense of empathy stirs his soul at the sight of this destitute woman.  

He walks up to the bier—the open casket and he stops it with his hand. The funeral procession is 
halted, the mourners pause their wailing and all eyes are fixed on the peasant prophet from 
Capernaum—and the text says Jesus spoke to the young man.  
And the text says the young man heard him and sat up and began speaking.  
The God who spoke worlds into existence, who spoke and particles of light came out of nothing. The 
Word who was with God and Was God who tabernacled in a body…speaks to the soul this departed 
man and his soul in paradise—in the hereafter he can hear the command from God to reunite with his 
body.  
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And just like that his brain begins to fire electrical signals, his heart thumps and his ashen gray 
skin is flush—and he sits up and the crowd is astonished. Some in the procession can be heard 
shrieking in a kind of holy panic—God is with them. A prophet has given this woman back 
everything she had lost. 

Unlike Elijah Jesus doesn’t have to perform a ritual (laying over the body 3 times) and he 
doesn’t have to pray.  
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And this story is followed up by a disturbing scene. It is the gut-wrenching scene of… 
3. A doubting prophet (7:18-33). 
John is imprisoned at Macherus by Herod. He has seen heaven open—God’s Spirit descending to 
anoint God’s Son—the Messiah—and heard a voice from heaven affirm Jesus.  

John has now heard the news about the Messiah. He is wielding the power of God at will—
doesn’t even pray for miracles. Just speaks or touches or commands and life comes back into dead 
bodies, strength comes back into frail limbs, light and color movement come back to darkened eyes
—the sound of seagulls at the wharf, the sea lapping against the shore—those sounds come back to 
deaf ears. The Messiah has come.  

But John is still stuck in prison. God’s prophet—the last prophet of the Old Testament and the first 
Spirit-filled man of the NT—he’s still in Herod’s jail cell—shackled to metal hasps on a stone floor 
in a dark and stifling Herodian prison.  

He sends his disciples to ask Jesus an odd question. “So is it you? Or should we expect another?” 
The subtext of this question is, “If it is you—then come deliver me from Herod’s hand.” John was on 
death row and short of a miracle from his cousin—the miracle man from Nazareth—John’s not 
getting out of this one.  

The undercurrent is one of momentary doubt. John is the harbinger of all future believers. He is 
an archetype if you will.  

Jesus’ response? Go tell John that yes, it is me. Cite to him the overwhelming evidence that I am 
indeed fulfilling the Scriptures. The messiah is performing miracles for the blind, the deaf, the lame 
and the dead. God’s power has come to deliver these people from the oppression of sin and darkness.  

But not you. Your fate, John, is the lot of all prophets. I will not be miraculously delivering you.  

What do we do when we hear of Christ performing miracles for everyone else? Seems like Jesus is 
answering others’ prayers for jobs and healing and restoration. While we sit with the same sickness, 
the same pain, the same heartache. And Jesus’ answer appears to be no—or at least—not yet.  

John was blessed because he was being persecuted for Jesus’ name. He was blessed in the Kingdom 
because he could count himself worthy to suffer for the name—worthy to bear his own cross.  

John’s reward was the everlasting Kingdom of God—and being counted in the company of prophets 
was of immeasurably greater value than temporal relief from his pain—or his impending death.  

Rejoice! Jesus says. And be glad—for just as they persecuted the prophets before you—so now they 
persecute you. Great is your reward in heaven.  



Series: The Seeker: A Study Through Luke 
Part 8: The Untouchables 

Jeff Kennedy / August 6th 2017 

And you and I are part of the company of saints—the community of prophets are filled with the 
Spirit—and bear the testimony of Jesus. Rev. states that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of 
prophecy—the Gospel of Jesus is the essence of all OT prophecy—it’s what the prophets pointed to. 
And now instead of a few select individuals transformed and anointed by the Spirit to proclaim that 
message to the world—an entire company—a fellowship of prophets who proclaim this good news in 
our neighborhoods, our cubicles and social circles—now we are armed with this truth. Life changing 
truth.  

And the lot of all prophets is persecution. Because the message of the prophets is to comfort the 
afflicted and to afflict the comfortable. To love God and disturb men. Men and women with a 
dangerous message—a disruptive message of salvation, life change, power over sin—authority over 
the darkness.  

And sometimes we cry out to God for deliverance. We believe him and ask for the best possible 
outcome. But his answer is  

• “no.”  
• Or “not yet.”  
• Or “not that way.” 

All prophets struggle with doubt at times. Especially in the throws of pain. Especially in the midst of 
their persecution and suffering.  
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Luke’s final illustration of the high principles of the sermon on the mount… 
4. A ruined woman (7:36-50).  
The situation—a sprawling banquet style dinner in the middle of a large open courtyard 

The woman who comes to Jesus is compelled to crash this dinner party. Now, in this culture she 
is either the wife of a known sinner—but the text seems to indicate that she is not repenting of 
someone else’s’ sins—but her own.  

The Pharisee and his fellow religious leaders, scribes and prominent men—are aghast at this 
scene. “If this man were a prophet, then he would no doubt know that the woman sobbing at his feet 
is a harlot.” 

The irony is that Jesus proves his prophetic status by knowing Simon’s thoughts.  
Parable: Two people forgiven of their debts. One person owed an unpayable debt. The other—a 
mere grocery bill. Which one was more grateful, less judgmental, responded with greater love?  

The answer is inescapable. The one who was forgiven of the greater debt.  
Illus. Carbon Monoxide: A tasteless, odorless, invisible poison. Just like religion.  

And she—this woman of ill repute—this harlot you consider to be a debauched, filthy outlaw. 
Breaking God’s laws by the minute. Welcoming oppression, disease and heartache into her life 
hourly all day.  

• She has come in tears, anointed my feet with them.  

• She has come in repentance, and toweled the dirt and grime from my feet with her hair.  

• And you—you sanctimonious self-righteous, ungracious dinner host. You failed to 
acknowledge who I really am. Jesus tells him that she is forgiven despite her many sins and 
sends her away with a new slate.  

Now this doesn’t mean that all her social problems go away over night. The bell of her reputation 
will take some time to un-ring.  

It will take a while for the men who frequent her domicile in the cover of night to discover that 
she is no longer in the business of being used and abused and treated like an object of their pleasure.  

It may be that she has contracted an STD and those scars will never go away.  
Some of the healing will take some time. Some things may never be healed—ever. But today she is 
free! Set free from her slavery to sin, emancipated from her life of illicit seduction. Today her heart is 
washed clean, made pure, a new beginning.  
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And blessed is the woman who has come to the Pharisees dinner party, hungry and thirsty for 
righteousness. Famished for the grace and right standing before God that only Jesus could give her. 
And woe to the sycophantic, ungrateful scribe who thinks his sins are few and loves little. 

Today’s Takeaways 

I believe the lesson from the Centurion is that we should… 
• Refrain from secretly internalizing the good opinions of others always remembering that we 

are unworthy of his grace and power. When all others spoke well of him and his worthiness 
because of his benevolence and benefaction to that Jewish community—the Centurion knew 
better. He knew he was not even worthy to allow this holy Messiah under his pagan Roman 
roof. And we must always have a healthy measure of reality in our eyes. Knowing that God is 
supremely holy and we don’t measure up and never presuming on his good graces—but 
instead coming humbly to him in faith. You see, true humility is not thinking less of 
yourself, it’s just thinking rightly about yourself.   

Clearly the lesson from the grieving widow is that we must… 
• Trust in Christ’s deep compassion for our suffering, his power to change our reality, and his 

wisdom to know when to bestow it. For those who grieving over loss, rejection, and betrayal. 
Christ’s compassion reaches out to us. But his power is available. He can raise back to life any 
relationship or circumstance we find ourselves in—as we trust his wisdom to bring God the 
Father glory. Sometimes we are left astonished that Jesus would sovereignly choose to answer 
requests we didn’t even know to ask.  

John’s predicament shows that we must… 
• Distinguish between a healthy uncertainty that wrestles with truth, and destructive doubt 

which disavows Christ due to unmet expectations. “Blessed is the one who does not fall 
away on account of me.” Every trial, every wound, every rejection is a test of 
responsiveness. How will we respond when the answer is "no” “not yet” or “not that way.” 
You and I must ultimately trust in the fact that we are members of the fellowship of those 
made holy—washed clean and forgiven through the blood of Christ. We are the company of 
prophets who bear the testimony and Good News of salvation in Christ. And our inheritance in 
the eternal Kingdom is of incalculably greater quality than any temporal relief we could 
experience.  

And the sinful woman’s encounter with Jesus highlights… 
• Great love for God is possible when we know that we are loved in spite of ourselves not in 

light of ourselves. This really is the difference between the wretch who is absolved and the 
smarmy Pharisee who is unaware of the debt he owes. CS Lewis once said, “The Christian 
does not think that God will love us because we are good, but that God will make us good 
because we are loved by him.” 



Series: The Seeker: A Study Through Luke 
Part 8: The Untouchables 

Jeff Kennedy / August 6th 2017 

Humility of heart. (Picture) What is humility? It is an accurate estimation of yourself—your 
limits and your capacities in light of the grandeur and greatness of God.  
People who think rightly about themselves and about God have come humbly and gratefully to 
receive from God so great a salvation and deliverance.  

A spirit that comes humbly, unapologetically desperate for God—grateful for his sovereign rule 
and answer.  


