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Intro: Steadfast Love: Let me ask you. What is the only word that appears in every single book of 
the Bible? God? No. Angels? No. Obedience? No.  
It’s love. The word love occurs nearly 800 times in Scripture. No other religious text emphasizes this 
quality or attribute—not even close. Today we are looking at the Advent of Christ in this startling act 
of love. A love that is unrelenting, unfathomable, yet unique and accessible. 

Our fourth OT sign today is found in Isaiah… 
Scripture: Isaiah 16:4-5 “When the oppressor is no more and destruction has ceased, and he who 
tramples underfoot has vanished from the land, 5 then a throne will be established in steadfast 
love, and on it will sit in faithfulness in the tent of David one who judges and seeks justice and is 
swift to do righteousness.”  

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him 
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

We’ll take a few minutes to unpack this summary verse relative to Christ’s advent and coming 
to the world.  

1. For God… 
If it weren’t for God, where would we be? The Scripture makes it clear that… 

• God exists (YHWH). When God reveals himself to Moses, and Moses wants to know—
what’s your name? Whom shall I say is sending me to the captive Hebrews? God’s response is 
simply the word “YHWH”. And that word means “I Am the one who is.” That is, I am the one 
who is as opposed to the ones who are not! The false gods Egypt are no gods at all. They are 
false. God is the one who is. He says “there is no god before me, nor after.”  

• God is Spirit (John 4:24). Jesus told the woman at the well in John chapter 4 this. They are 
having a theological debate over the real holy site. You Jews say the site where we should 
worship is in Jerusalem but we northerners believe it is here at Mt. Gerizim. Jesus responds by 
saying that she has fundamentally misunderstood the nature of God and worship in this 
messianic age. God is too vast to be sequestered in some shrine. The highest heavens cannot 
contain him—“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.” 

• God is the Creator (Gen. 1:1). Were it not for God we would have no existence, no 
knowledge, no self awareness. We would have no life at all, no knowledge or existence. We 
are fearfully and wonderfully made—God stitched our bodies together in the womb. And 
without God life itself would not be possible. But God did create us in perfection. He created 
us as free moral agents—and men chose to disobey his Word, the image-bearers leading a 
revolt against God’s word and command and ultimately his authority. And so we could very 
well have been discarded, judged immediately, snuffed out.  
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Were it not for God we would have been abandoned to our sin—hopelessly lost and left to our 
own devices. 

• Illus. Every now and then I feel like I have the same conversation with a friend, listening to 
him bellyache about all that God has taken from him. My response is usually the same. The 
statement presupposes that he was owed any of it in the first place.  

If it were not for God we wouldn’t even have a story here. Nothing to reflect upon. Nothing to 
complain about. God has given us our very lives and every single emergent property of the mind—
our feelings, desires, hopes, thoughts, knowledge—is because God has gifted us with our very 
existence in the first place.  
God is, God is spirit, and God is the Sovereign creator.  
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2. So loved the world… 
What is the nature and extent of God’s love?  

• God is love (1 Jn. 4:7): Now, God by definition, is maximally greatest possible being. God’s 
power, presence, his knowledge, his transcendence and immanence. God is greatly exalted 
above creation, but intimately present in the life of the believer. But I think you may agree that 
hypothetically one could have a transcendent, immanent, all might God who is malevolent 
rather than benevolent. It’s his love for us that is the game changer.   

• God’s love is relentless (Lam. 3:22): “The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 
The context of this statement by the prophet Jeremiah was the rebellion of God’s people Israel. 
Just like Adam and Eve rebelled against God’s rule in the Garden, Israel, God’s chosen nation 
had rebelled and brought the consequences of sin upon their own lives. Yet God doesn’t give 
up. 

• God’s love is unsearchable (Ps. 103:8-12; Eph. 3:17):  
o Psalm 103:8-12 “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 

steadfast love…10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according 
to our iniquities. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is 
his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 12 as far as the east is from the west, so far 
does he remove our transgressions from us.” 

o Eph. 3:17-19 “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 
being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the 
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.” 

I really struggled to find the right adjective to describe this love in Scripture. Paul 
attempts to explain this love with spatial analogies—it’s a love that is immeasurable, limitless, 
knows no boundaries.  
Illus. When my kids were little their favorite game by far was a game I made up called 
“Quicksand Monster.” It’s a lazy dad game because all I had to do is lay in the floor and they 
would run from the entry way over to the other side of the living room where the couches 
were. I mean to tell you they could play that game all day long and never ever get tired. I on 
the other hand got tired a lot. I invented the game so all I would have to do is lay in the floor 
and pull them into old quicksand monster. Now, all those games, all that time with my kids, all 
the countless hours spent down on the floor playing games and wrestling around and loving 
them silly. They couldn’t understand all the complexities of my adult life—bank accounts, 
taxes, organizational charts for employees etc. Their little minds couldn’t fathom the depths of 
my adult experience—but they could tackle me at the door and giggle when I tickled them and 
be loved by a father who loves them beyond their comprehension. But they could be 
apprehended by it.  
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• God’s love is extravagant (1 Ti. 2:3-4). “God our Savior, 4 who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

For God so love the whole world… 

3. That he gave his only Son… 
God is not only a creator, a benevolent, lovesick father who longs for all men to come to the 
knowledge of salvation—but God is by nature a giver.  
Oh I really don’t want to steal my thunder for this evening, but we are going to read the 
Christmas story from John 1:1-14 for our Candlelight devotional. But here is a preview.  

• We are adopted sons and daughters (Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:4-6).  
o Romans 8:15 “For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
o Gal. 4:4-6 “God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem 

those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6 And 
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 

Now look at Christ’s sonship compared to ours… 
• Christ is by nature God’s unique Son (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:17). 

o John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made.” 

o Colossians 1:17 “And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”  
o Luke 2:34 “Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is 

destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 
pierce your own soul too.” 

He was God’s perfect and unique Son who is before the creation of all things, who was at the 
beginning with God, as God’s only Son—and all things were made by him, through him, and 
in him all things are held together. And we are adopted sons and daughters through faith in the 
unique Son of God who was born of a virgin. The son whose rejection and death would 
scandalize corrupt leaders of Israel and result in his grisly death at the hand of the Romans.  

What is that faith—“whoever believes” has a particular referent. 
Illus. Trusting Dad’s shoulders. Crying out Abba—Father.  
This faith is a belief that Christ has already accomplished salvation on the cross.  
This faith is a trust in the person of Christ. An existential transformation—a change that takes place 
at the heart level.  
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4. Would not perish but have eternal life.  
What exactly is eternal life?  

• Eternal life is immortality (1 Cor. 15:53-54) “For this perishable body must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 When the perishable puts on the 
imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality.” It is the God-quality of life. The phrase 
eternal life refers to a Greek term that literally means “the life of the age” or the life of the 
coming age. Jews understood this to be resurrection life in God’s Kingdom when it comes to 
earth.  

• Eternal life is life unending. The OT and NT uses the term forever to refer to God’s reign, his 
glory, his throne, God’s existence, and the worship of his people is described—is said to be 
“forever.” The term is used over 100 times to designate the unending nature of that life.  

o John 6:51 “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this 
bread, he will live forever” 

o (Rev. 22:5) “for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.”  

Eternal life is a gift of the God-quality of life. Resurrected life that where these weak, frail bodies 
will be swallowed up in immortality.  
Eternal life is an unending state—living to die no more. Life without cancer, without arthritis, 
without a shelf life.  
This body with built in obsolescence will be transformed into immortality, reigning with God forever 
in his Kingdom.  

And to perish means to miss out on all that. On this gift.  
If you came today and your life feels like it has no purpose—for God—the God of the universe 
who called the worlds into being, who spoke and atomic particles sprang into existence—that God 
has a purpose for you. You are on his mind. You are the object of his infinite love and concern. 

If you’re here today and you’ve felt lonely, like you don’t belong. If you’ve longed to know a love 
that penetrates through the fog of confusion and pain—you are loved. You are the object of his 
supreme care and affection.  

And he demonstrates his love for you in that he sends his Son to take our punishment, to die in our 
place—so that we might know a God who has one relentless stance toward us—he loves us. And he 
invites us today to participate   

Conclusion: The greatest need of your heart today is not law. You’ve lots of that. God’s moral law in 
nature, God’s revealed law in the Old Testament—plenty to comply with. But the greatest need of 
your heart isn’t the law—it’s the God of the law.  

!  5



Signs of the Times: Christmas Through the Eyes of the Prophets 
Part 4: Love 

Jeff Kennedy / December 24, 2017 

The greatest need we have today is to know that we are loved beyond measure.  

And God is love.  
And that love was demonstrated in this—that while we were full-fledged rebels—dead in our sins—
Christ died for the ungodly. While we were hostile to God, estranged and lost forever, God shows the 
full extent of his love by sending his only Son—born of a virgin, lived a sinless and spirit filled life, 
died brutally at the hands of the Romans—and rose again.  

And all who believed in him all who trusted in his name alone for salvation, now have the right—the 
authority—the prerogative to be called sons and daughters of God.  
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